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BARCLAY yiNOENT HEAD.

To the bibliography of Head's works, which was promised
in the last issue of the Numismatic Chronicle, we are glad
to be allowed to prefix the sympathetic notice which was
contributed to the Athenaeum for June 20 by one
who knew him well. We take the opportunity also
of mentioning that he was elected an honorary member
of the Academia Eomana of Bukarest a few days after
his death, but before the news had reached the Academy.

Barclay Head was one of the rare and happy men who
seem to have been born to do a particular piece of work
in the world, and to do it admirably. Most people will
think of ancient numismatics as a small field of specialist
study, almost as a refuge of dilettantism. They will
admire the exquisite productions of the mint of Cyzicus
or Syracuse, and pass them by. But Head saw that coins
are serious historical monuments, that they contain in a
^nutshell the whole history of the cities which issued
them, and that by an intensive and comparative study of
them ancient history can be made real and living.

He entered the Department of Coins in the British
Museum in 1864, and about 1870 was set by the Keeper
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